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1. to what extent does the First amendment protect hate 
speech in general and cross burnings in particular? 


The First Amendment permits Virginia to outlaw cross burnings done with the intent to intimidate 
because burning a cross is a particularly virulent form of intimidation. Instead of prohibiting all 
intimidating messages, Virginia may choose to regulate this subset of intimidating messages in 
light of cross burning’s long and pernicious history. 


2. how does the current interpretation of the free exercise 
clause affect native americans’ freedom of worship? 


While progress has been made in protecting Native Americans’ religious freedom, challenges 
persist, especially regarding sacred sites and cultural practices. The AIRFA provides essential 
legal safeguards, but ongoing efforts are needed to fully respect Native American spirituality and 
traditions. 


3. What is racial profiling, and what Fourth amendment 

questions does it raise?Racial profiling raises constitutional questions related to individual 
rights, equal protection, and the balance between law enforcement’s authority and citizens’ 
privacy 


Racial profiling raises complex constitutional questions related to individual rights, equal 
protection, and the delicate balance between law enforcement authority and citizens’ privacy. 
Courts play a crucial role in interpreting and applying the Fourth Amendment in these cases. 


4. to what extent are the fair trial guarantees of the sixth 
amendment fully applied to racial and ethnic minority 

groups? Focus specifically on limits on peremptory challenges 
and the measures some states have taken to ensure that 
public defenders are more responsive to the needs of 
minority defendants. 


While progress has been made, challenges persist in fully applying Sixth Amendment 
guarantees to racial and ethnic minority groups. States’ efforts to address peremptory 
challenges and enhance public defense services play a crucial role in promoting fairness and 
justice for all. 

5. to what extent are there disproportionate criminal sentences 


for racial and ethnic minorities? do those disparities also exist 
for capital punishment? 


Racial disparities exist in both criminal sentences and capital punishment, reflecting systemic 
issues that need continued attention and reform. 


